i6a   DR. BARNARDO: PHYSICIAN, PIONEER, PROPHET
It is remarkable, too, that among the applications received
in 1888 were some from every quarter of England, Ireland
Scotland and Wales; while among the admissions were
children from every city in the Kingdom; and this pheno-
menon had been increasingly apparent since 1877. Conse-
quently it is obvious that one effect of the Arbitration was
to lift "The Homes" to the dignity of a National Institution.
Nor is this really surprising; for the Award established the
fact that Barnardo dealt with children whom the nation
had left derelict, yet his Homes so moulded their lives as to
make than an asset to society. Throughout the Kingdom,
by 1888, were many young people who had been mothered
and trained in Barnardo's Homes; and whatever pre-
judices against them were first entertained, gradually it
became apparent that they were honest, sober, respect-
able citizens, masters of their craft, generous and co-opera-
tive in their conduct—citizens such as form a nation's
backbone.
And not only in the United Kingdom were such facts
now being observed, for by 1888 Barnardo had migrated
3>773 of his proteges to outposts of Empire, where
98 per cent, had proved themselves pioneers of worth.
Nor did these "old boys" and "girls", when far away,
forget the Homes which had enabled them to find their feet;
for although by 1888 most of Barnardo's Overseas proteges
were still too young to have acquired much means, already
they alone were sending back voluntary contributions of
hundreds of pounds a year.
Now, by what alchemy was wrought the transformation
of these derelict, destitute youngsters into citizens, bringing
honour to their foster-father and his Homes? Foremost
among the causes of transformation was a pervading
spiritual influence. Barnardo once was rated by a zealous
ecclesiastic because no crosses or altars were erected in his
Homes. His reply was immediate: "No! But did you not
observe the Bible everywhere? That, sir, is not only our

